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\ This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the 

! application: 

| 1 .(Currently Amended) A builder composition obtainable by bringing 

j o btained bv contacting 

I a) crystalline sheetlike sodium silicate of the formula NaMSixO^' vH 2 0, 

| where M is sodium or hydrogen, x is a number from 1 .9 to 4 and y is a 

j number from 0 to 20 , 

i b) water and 

i- cV . - acidio H^ r ol c ao i ng componon i a sulfuric acid component haying j 

I 

^leasable H* . where the 
! d) molar ratio of the crystalline sheetlike sodium silicate a) to the total 

1 amount of the reieasabie H + of the sulfuric acid component c) is 

4-099^-4 15:1 to 550:1 and the 
e) molar ratio of the water b) to the total amount of the reieasabie H + of 
the aetd4e sulfuric acid component c) is 3 : 1 to 1 000 : 1 , 
into contact with ono anothor iL _and 
f\ heat treatinn or compa c t'"" tn nmvidQ said builder composition havin g, 
7-91 % bv weight of alpha-so dium disil icate, n - 1? % by weight of 
H^nrilum dla ninate. and 65 - q . S by we i g ht of amorphous fractions ^ 
^ h „iiri»r re position being essentia jlvj^ej^nx^ of acrylic 

arid and maleic acid, cellulose, a nd surfactant. 

i 2.(Canceled) 
i 3.(Canoeled) 
i 4.(Canceled) 
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5.(Currently Amended) The builder composition * 
of claim 1 , wherein the crystalline sheetlike sodium silicate a) is [[used as]] a 
powder having an average particle size of from 0.1 to 4 000 urn. 



©-.(Currently Amended) The builder composition as-U ai .nu d in otloooton e 
of claim 1 , wherein the *nlfuric acid aeieie component c) is selepted from the 
gjpj , P insisting of an i norganic sulfuric acid, e rgan i c ooid ) ao i di c ajsulfunc 
acid salt [[or a mixture ]] and mixtures thereof. 
Claims 7-9 .(Canceled) 

10.(Currently Amended) The builder composition of claim 1 ae claimed in 
wherein the sulfuric acid aetdte component c) is sulfuric acid. 



1 1 .(Original) The builder composition ao claimed in at lcoot on e of claims 1, 
w h erein the eofflpesftiefl nhtninn ri nftcr bringing oompononts a), b) and c) irrte 
mnTn ^ ~f ^ <\ , *,rth*r comprising grinding, and op tio nally fractionating to 
<=*lrt huilrier composition* 



12.(Currently Amended) The builder composition «b claimed in at looot o ne 
of claim 1 , whoroin tho compoolti 
and o) into c 

f, .rthnr nomorising QrinHino a nd optionally fractionatin g to size , wherein 
fnunwino said comP^"" ^ the hnilder onmPQSition undergoes grindin g. 
And o ption? ^ frartinnqtinq to size. 
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13.(Currently Amended) The builder composition as ulalmod In at loarf nnn 
of claim ^ herein, aftorth e Lo mpononto n), b) and o) havr rm on brought i nt o 
contac t and/or nttoi uu mpoction o n ci / u. afte. grindin g nn n V nrn fmr fracti o nation 

aeeefdrng lu uxc, 3 heat t s nt eatF ied 64 ■* fi >rth*r comprising grinding 

and notionallv fractionating to s iZS, wherein following said compacting, the 
builder comoo ^inn undaroo ^ nrindlno. and optionally fractionating to size 
ar >H prinrto peat treating. 



"l4.(Currentl7Arnend"ed) ThetaMw 
w herein, aftortho component* a), b) ond c) have boon brought into oontact, 
tho mfacturo id firotIy hoot treated, then oom p a c tcd, then ground and is the* 
o pl i r i nntiy fm r tifrn^ *"*hAr comprising grinding and optionally fractionati ng 
to u,h Q mi P aajd huilde rnnmnosition undergoes heat-treating prjorto 
mm partinfl. arin Hinn, »nd optionally fractionating according to size. 

15.(Currently Amended) The builder composition as claimed in claim 13, 
whe rein, after t h e uu mponontc u ), b) und 0) have Lul u Li ou ght in to co nt act, 
the mixture in fi iu l c ompacted, then ground, t l mn uu l i ona ll y f mptin nrt od 
aou u id i nu to size an d in thnn heat treated l ujther comprising grinding and 
figaiojjafipg ^ Slg& herein §ajcj compacting occurs prior to said grinding , 
o p fion a » Y fra ctionating tf> size and heat-treating steps. 

1 6.(Currently Amended) The builder composition as oluimcd in at icoot one 
of claim 12, wherein the uump u uliu n to roll oo m pnrtin n cojDP^ctir^j^ 
com pacting . 
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17.(Canceled) 



18. (Currently Amended) The builder composition i 
of claim 1 , which Is a powder having an average particle size of from 0.1 to 
4 000 uni. 

19. (Currently Amended) The builder composition ao cloimod in at iooot ono 
of claim 1 , which is granules having an average particle size of from 200 to 

2 000 um. 

20. (Currently Amended) The builder composition ao claimed in at l oaot one 
of claim 1 , which is ground granules having an average particle size of from 
0.1 to 300 um. 



21 .(Currently Amended) The builder composition « 
of claim 1 , wherein the hu'.IHer composition has a dissolution residue of a 
0.25% strength aqueous solution at 20°C and after stirring for 20 minutes is 
less than or equal to 50%. 



_ 22.(Currently Amended) A laundry detergent or cleaner comprising at least 

i one builder composition ao claimed in at l oaot ono of etaime-clalm 1. 

i 

23.(Currently Amended) A laundry dotorgont or cleaner ao cla i mod in 
claim 22, which io a machine dishwashing detergent comprising the builder 
| composition of claim 1 . 

i 

i 
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' 24.(Original) The laundry detergent or cleaner as claimed in claim 23, which 

j comprises: 

a) 0.5 to 98% by weight of the builder composition 
I b) optionally 0.5 to 80% by weight of cobuilders 

c) optionally 1 to 50% by weight of Interface-active substances 
I d) optionally 0.5 to 80% by weight of pH regulators 

' e) ' optionally 1 to 70% by weight of bleaches 



25. (Currently Amended) A component of a laundry detergent modular 
system which comprises 60 to 100% by weight of [[a]] the builder composition 
as claimed in at loaot ono of claim 1 . 

26. (Currently Amended) A water softener comprising at least one builder 

27. (Original) The water softener as claimed in claim 26, which comprises 

a) 0.5 to 99% by weight of the builder composition 

b) optionally 0.5 to 80% by weight of cobuilders 

c) optionally 0 to 10% by weight of interface-active substances and 

d) optionally 0.5 to 80% by weight of pH regulators. 



I ' 
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i 



28.(Currently Amended) A tew*ky-detergent t 
component of q laundry dotorgont modular oyotom which comprises at loa st 

a) 70 to 99.5% by weight of the builder composition of claim 1 . and 

b) 0-5 to 30% by weight of anionic, cationic, nonionic and/or zwitterionle 
surfactant. 

^9.(Cui^ntiy7^ended) A"4a«n^ detergent oT 
componont of a laundry dotorgont modular oystom , which comprises at loaot 
ono bui l der composition aa cbimod in at least ono of claim 1 in the form of - a 
compound of oomprising 

a) 50 to 99% by weight of the builder composition of claim 1, and 

b) 0.01 to 1 0% by weight of dye 

30.(Currentiy Amended) The laundry detergent or cleaner compooit i on or 
ed i n at least ono of claim 22, which is in tablet form. 

31 .(New) A process for preparing a builder composition consisting of 
contacting: 

a) crystalline sheetlike sodium silicate of , the formula NaMSUCWi* yH z O, - 
where M is sodium or hydrogen, x is a number from 1 .9 to 4 and y is a 
number from 0 to 20, 

b> water and 

c) sulfuric acid or salt thereof having a releasable H + , 



I 7 

j 
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I where a molar ratio of the crystalline sheetlike sodium silicate a) to the total 

| amount of the releasable H + of the sulfuric acid or salt thereof c) is 1 5:1 to 

i 550:1 and a molar ratio of the water b) to the total amount of the releasable H + 

of the sulfuric acid component c) is 3 : 1 to 1 000 : 1, and wherein said builder 
^ composition undergoes heat treating or compacting, and a step selected from 

the group consisting of grinding, fractionating to size, and combinations 

thereof to provide said builder composition having 7-21 % by weight of alpha- 
, sodium disilicate, 0 - 12 % by weight of beta-sodium disilicate, and 65 - 95 by 

weight of amorphouefra^ ~ 



i 
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